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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve encoding 
efficiency and to dissolve erroneous substitution by 
substituting a picture for code information for respective 
divided small block areas and selecting the picture of the 
preserved small block area which is most similar. 

SOLUTION: Inputted picture information is inputted to a 
picture area division means 201 and it is area-divided into 
the units of a character and a graphic and they are 
segmented. A picture recognition means 203 executes a 
recognition processing on the notice picture which is 
divided and inputted. A picture substitution means 204 
substitutes the picture for code information of a pertinent 
character code and the like and it is outputted to an 
encoding information generation means 209. When the 
picture cannot be substituted for the character code and 
the like, a similar pictures selection means 205 selects and 
extracts the picture similar to the notice picture from the 
picture preserved in an area picture preservation means 
202. A similar picture encoding means 207 encodes the 
notice picture by using the similar picture. When the similar 
picture does not exist, a prediction/encoding means 208 
encodes the notice picture by a regular method. 
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